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MARSHAL BAZAINE. 


The death of Marshal BAZAINE, an exile for 
nearly twenty years from the country which 
he certainly served well until the unfortunate 
Franco-German war, will naturally renew the 
discussion over the mistakes of that war and 


the part which the Marshal took in it. A 
military court at... 
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MARSHAL BALAINE. 
The death of Marsbal Bazarxe, an exile 

fer neatly twenty years from the country | 
which be certainly served woll until the 
uafortunate Franco-German war, will nat- 
wally renew the discossion over the mis- 
tukes of that warand the part which the 
Marchal took ts it A militery court at 
Versailles im 1873 pronounced Bazamvn 
gnilty of treason for his surrender of Muta, 
senteneed bim to death. Marshal Mac- 
Mawox, with more wisdom than the court 
hud shown, saw that to exseute the prison- 
tarily given himself up 

for trial, while it might please the exelted 
populace of France at the time, would car- 
thinly be condemned by tos calmer judg- 
the future, and commuted the wen- 

tence to imprisonment for twenty years, 


ayear, and took up his residence in Madrid, 
‘vhere he died. 11 hasalways been more than 
mspected that his escape was copnived at 
ly the French Government, which preferred 
weing him an exile to shouldering the re- 
‘monsibility of holding hin @ prisoner, but 
this is oe of the mysteries of statecratt 
‘hich may possibly never be fully explained. 
Marshal Bazaure bas long rested under = 
doud in this country on account of his eon 
rection with the invasion of Mexico by 
& | Maxmesax, and, fool 
snd still do about this enterprise of Em- 
yeror NAPOuRox, It is difficalt to form an 
tuprejudiced estimate of the obarsctar of 
part in 


the orders of his Government, and should 
aot be held responsible for his action tn 
Mexico. Ho certainly proved himself » 
brave man and = capable General during 
Ghia part of his career, and gave noevi- 
dence of any tendency to betray his Rm- 
yoror or te build wp pewar for himaslt at 
the expense of his country. If he did this 
'm the Franco-Prosian war bis methods 
aad changed greatly sines the Mexican 
tampaign, and if there was treason in his 
yeart when he surrendered Mots it bad 
voen planted there lovg after he had made 
sn honorable record for himself as a brave 
all | and faithfat soldier. 

‘The ouly shadow on the fame of Marshal 
Bazanex was east by the surrender of Mats, 
after the Germans had surrounded it 40 
completely that escape was impossible, and 
sonorable capltalation was, ae hos 1 
ince been established by impartial histort- 
son, the only way to save a large part of 
the French Army from destruction. For 
Uhie the soldier who had fought the Vattles 
of his country for forty years witbout s 
saspicion oo his fair name was made the 
victim of the fury of the populace, and 


efforts of his heroic wife. That he may 
have made errors of jadgment in his mili- 
lacy movements, ov bis imperial master hed 
No | made a grave errorof Jadgment in plunging 
‘the mation into war, is more than probable, 
but there was nothing shown in the trial at 
Versailles to prove to unprejudiced obeery- 
ers that BAZAtxn was traitor, or that bo 
had not done all in his power to extricate 
hie army from the perilous position in 
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BRIGHT BUT BORROWED. 
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